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—w—am—— (UAllY 10 run for
Farias state representa-
tive.

Democratic can-
didate Johnny G.
Farias, an electri-
- cian, sued Ruiz on

June 21. He ques-
tions whether she
should be allowed
to remain on the
3 ballot.

Jeanette Nuiez, a lobbyist for
Jackson Health System and one
of three Republican candidates for
District 112, filed her own lawsuit
against Ruiz eight days later.

Six candidates are seeking the
seat held by Republican state Rep.
David Rivera, who is term-limited
and running for Congress. _

State law requires an elected
official seeking another office to

Nuiiez

Sandra Ruiz is being sued by two
opponents for the District 112 seat.

resign at least 10 days before the
first day of the qualifying period for
the second spot.

But Ruiz didn’t submit a resigna-
tion letter and cannot legitimately
run, said Nufiez's attorney, state
Rep. Juan-Carlos Planas, R-Miami.

“The law doesn’t even allow five
minutes of overlap, much less two
weeks,” said Planas, an attorney
with Miami firm Kurkin Forehand
Brandes.

Employing that election law tac-
tic is one he’s familiar with. Planas
used it to boot an opponent off the
ballot in 2006 during his successful
re-election bid in District 115.

“Is it nitpicky? Yes. But govern-
ment is supposed to be nitpicky,” he
said.

SYVITER VIUCTIGU WY O WITEUTL LW e

Ruiz, who remains on the coun-
ciland will reach her city-mandated
term limit in November, contends
she never needed to file a resigna-
tion letter.

She has retained two veteran
Democratic Party election attor-
neys — Miami solo practitioner
Benedict P. Kuehne and Joe Geller,
a Greenspoon Marder attorney and
former mayor of North Bay Village.

Geller said he has filed mo-
tions to dismiss the case, which he
claims is based on a misreading of

- the law.

“It doesn’t apply if your office
expires. Her term of office expires
on Election Day,” he said. “You don’t
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